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By Renee Chin


PURL validation
Collecting the PURLs to be validated

Go to: http://bibpurl.oclc.org/
Under PURL validation, choose Search PURL, URL, or Institution Symbol
Enter your institution symbol (OCLC symbol) in the Symbol box and click Search now.

 [image: image1.png]Symhol





The PURL software appears to have the capacity only to validate approx. 1000 PURLs at a time before timing out.  Therefore, copy the resulting PURLs into an Excel spreadsheet (so you can see the numbers) and divide the list of PURLs into groups of 1000.  (NOTE: if it has been a long time since running the previous PURL validation, start with 500 PURLs at a time)
How to validate PURLs
For each group of 1000 PURLs, do the following:

1. Copy 1000 PURLs.

2. Under PURL validation, choose Hand Enter PURLs.  Login.  

3. Paste the list of 1000 PURLs into the text box.  

4. Choose the button for Validate PURLs at this time 

5. Enter “200” in the box for Code does not equal (200 is the code for a valid PURL.  Weeding these out will reduce the size of the PURL validation report considerably and speed up the validation process):
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Instructions

Upon submission of this form, validation results of the PURLS listed in the text area below will be displayed.

O Show previous results of last 21| days.
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Specify codes for the restlts you want included or removed from the report generated by validate
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6. Click View Now.  The PURL validation results will begin displaying in the same browser window.  PURLs are validated and results displayed in real time.  Therefore, do not disturb this browser window if possible and just let it run its course.  It will take at least an hour for each batch of 1000 PURLs to get processed.   You can do other work while the validation process runs in the background.  Just make sure not to disturb the window or close it.   If you have trouble obtaining validation results, try validating the PURLs in even smaller batches.
7. When the Validation results page completes loading, save the page as a HTML webpage. 
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PURL Validation Result:

PURL URL Eix Hops
Jwebf12580  hitp:ffwww.ciwrmb.ca gow/Publicationsfdsfauls aspTpubid=1103 400 1
fwebf13232  hitp:ffjms.nova.ecuf 1
Jwebf13036  hitp:fwww.christusrex: orgfwwiw 1ofinfsbfeditL Aindes himl 1
Jwebf10265  hitpifiwebbuild k. ac kej—kmi/ 1
Jwebf12154  hitp:ffwww. ppic. org/mainfpublication asp =113 400 1
FWEB(12698 hitp:ffwww.plantmethods. com PURL UNKNOWN
HOST
BB 12215 H s mfa gov UME ARME AAschive/2000_2009/2002/ srael- |

$%20Foreign%%20Relations-%20Selected%s20Documents
Jwebf13212  hitp:ffwww. wdc-mare. orgreports/ 1
hitpiffarar. dise.ca gowfHazardous Waste/Projectsiupload/BKK_FS_Facily-

12710 et 400 1
fwebf11514  hitp:ffwww.bsa ca govireporis/summary.php 7id=482 1
Jwebf10787  hitpiffwww.oecd.org/dataoecd/S6134/1867695. pdf TIMEOUT 1
Jwebf12946  hitpiffwrww.cpee.ca govlcompletereportsf2005reports/05-12.pdf 400 1
Jwebf10803  hitp:ffwww. cordis Iwost-transportfsrcfcost-331 him TIMEOUT 1
Jwebf12555  hitp:ffwrww, americanstudies.wayne.edwizchangesiintro.himl 400 1
Jwebf 10478 hitp:ffwww.calmis.ca. govifle/inonth/frsn$PDS.pdf 400 1
fwebf13111  hitpffwww.boe. ca. govlproptaxesfpdftimbermanualinal pdf 1
Jwebf10441  hitp:ffwww.cpee.ca govlcompletereportsf2002reports/02-12.pdf 400 1
Jwebf12911  hitp:ffwww.ibrary. ca gowferbi06/02/06-002. pf 400 1
FWEB(10226 hitp:ffwww. academiciounals. net/2/cAp. php Tid=28heme=2&jid=ijzr ;UolsaT UNKNOWN
Jweb{10077  hitp:ffwww.neuroscienceforum.org npfvolumelist i ;UolsaT UNKNOWN
Jwebf11284  hitpiicighb. tums.ac irfpub/maghs SE desc. asp Tmag SFid=2&shomsSFid=81 ;UolsaT UNKNOWN ,
Jwebf10436  hitpifwwrw.calbar.ca govicalbaripdfifwhowhat ] pdf 1
Jwebf12034  hitp:fiwww.boe. ca. govlproptaxesfpdfiahS81.pdf 1

Fwebi10585  httpfiwww. elon. edwdcopeland/mhmimbrm htm 400 1




Converting the PURL validation results into a usable format

1. Using Internet Explorer, go to:  http://tpot.ucsd.edu/cgi-bin/prod/bibpurl_reformat.cgi
2. Click Browse to find the HTML webpage you saved.  Click Process File.  
[image: image4.png]PURL Linker

Select the browse button to choose a htral fle to upload.

Enter the file to process

Browse.

Process File

The reformatted file is shown below:

PURL Validation Results

PURL

fueb/12580
fuveb/13232
fuweb/13036
fueb/10265
fwreb/12154

[WEB/12698

[WEB/12215

fweb/13212

URL

hitpffarerw.ciwimb. ca gow/Publicationsfdefauls aspTpubid=1103
hitp:ffjms.nova.eduf

hitpiffarar.christusrex org/wwnw 1ofinfsbfeditL Aindes himl
hitpiffwebbuild k. ac kej—kmi/

hitpifarerw. ppic.org/mainfpublication asp =113

hitpifarww.planimethods.com

hitpfforw.mnfa. gov IME AME A Archive/2000_2009/2002/7/Tsracl-

$%20Foreign%%20Relations-%20Selected%s20Documents
hitp:fforwr. wde-mare. orgreports/

Error Code
400

400

PURL:
TUNKNOWN
HOST

Hops




3. Your PURL validation results will automatically get hyperlinked and the individual columns (PURL, URL, Error code, Hops) can also be sorted by clicking on the column names.  [image: image5.png]


  When you click on the column names, a little down arrow will appear to indicate the column that is being sorted.  This is especially helpful for grouping domains or error codes together.

How to check for broken links

There are many ways to check the validation report but here is one way:

1. If you have a mouse with a scroll wheel, use it to click on a few of the hyperlinked PURLs to open them in different tabs.  Be careful not to open too many tabs as this will crash your browser.
2. In the upper left corner, there is an icon that looks like this: [image: image6.png]


  (this is the QuickTab feature which is only available in IE).  Click on this icon after opening your windows to see broken links at a glance.  These are the PURLs you  need to fix.  You can also click on each page in the display to view it in full screen.  Toggle between the displays by clicking on the QuickTab icon.
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3. When finished, right click on the PURL linker tab and choose Close other tabs.  Repeat steps 1-2 until you’ve gone through the entire report.

[image: image8.png]Close Tab i

3710 Close This Tab Group
11295
/1049 | Ungroup ThisTab

Refresh
10313 | Refresh all

10271 | pewtab et
11227 | Dupicate Tab ik

10265 |  Reopen Closed Tab _ Cukeshit+T




1

