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How to describe an online journal with a title that doesn’t match the print manifestation 

or the ISSN portal record 
 
When cataloging online journals, especially non-US imprints or those published in foreign 
languages, the online presentation of the journals may differ from their print 
manifestations.  However, the presence of an ISSN usually helps identify the work and 
clarify relationships between manifestations and expressions. 
 
Generally speaking, when trying to identify the title proper, follow CCM 31.3.2 which 
states: “For electronic serials that have print manifestation equivalents, providing 
records that align with records for print manifestations is desirable due to the benefits 
this approach affords library users. Such alignment facilitates discovery when users rely 
on bibliographic data found in citations referring to print manifestations when 
formulating search terms.  Record alignment also greatly enhances the usability of data 
(such as ISSNs and URLs) in knowledge bases and link resolvers. Title changes in the print 
manifestation of a serial are not always clearly identified when issues are mounted on 
the Web. Although the content of earlier (or later) titles is available on the website, it 
may be prominently identified by a different title, often the most recent. Where 
changes in the print title are not displayed prominently, it is preferable that a less 
prominent source be selected as the source of title.” 
 
When searching non-US imprints in the ISSN portal, be mindful that title changes for non-
US imprints may not follow CONSER standards.   
 
Example 1: Liaudies kultura/Folk Culture 
 
When you search the ISSN portal, the title proper doesn’t match the online version in 
hand.  The print version record supports data in the ISSN portal. 
 
Online version: English title only.  No evidence of Lithuanian title.  Text of articles are in 
Lithuanian.  CONSER authenticated print record exists in OCLC bearing Lithuanian title. 
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ISSN portal: 
 

 
 
Publisher’s website supports data found in ISSN portal and confirms the publication is 
current. 
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Online record: 
 

 
 
CONSER authenticated print record: May optionally add 246 for the online title since it’s 
unusual. 
 

 
 
 
Example 2: Zhongliu zazhi/Journal of tumor 
 
When you search the ISSN in the ISSN portal, the title proper doesn’t match the online 
version in hand.  There is no record in OCLC for the print version.  The dates of 
publication don’t match which suggest the possibility of a title change.   
 
ISSN portal: 
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Online version: English title only, no Chinese title as indicated in ISSN portal.  Dates of 
publication don’t match.  These are not the same publications but publisher details and 
scope reflect a possible relationship (title change?). 
 
 

 
 
 
Online record: No record exists for the print version or earlier title.  Catalog what you 
have in hand.  Not enough evidence to record 78X relationship. 
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Example 3: Scientific paper. Series D. Animal science (and earlier titles) 
 
This online journal contains hidden title changes, parallel titles, and a change in 
language in 2013 bringing about a major change.   No print records exist for any of the 
titles. 
 
Online version:  Latest title branding only with links to “past issues” and “archives”. 
 

 
 
The online archives indicate the presence of an earlier title: 
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Other evidence online suggests the journal has been published since 1959. 

 
 
Searching the ISSN portal revealed at least 2 previous title changes but none match the 
online issues: 
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Online version records: 
 
Earlier title: No print record in OCLC.  No further supporting data found in ISSN portal.  
Catalog what you have in hand.  Issues for 2006-2011 are available online.   We don’t 
know when this title began publication but there was a major change in 2012. 
 

 
 
 

Later title:  No print record in OCLC.  All issues are available online.  We know what the 
earlier title was. 
 

 
 


